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HERITAGE LISTINGS ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES, STATUS 

360. Hon. P.G. Pendal to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

(1) What is the status of a municipal heritage listing on a residential property? 

(2) Are local government authorities bound to consult with, or notify, a property owner about a listing? 

(3) Is a municipal heritage listing binding on the owner? 

(4) If so, in what way? 

(5) Can an owner have such a listing removed? 

(6) How would such a removal proceed? 

Dr EDWARDS replied: 

(1) Municipal Inventories are intended to provide a comprehensive survey or 'audit' of the heritage places 
in a local government area, to provide an informed basis for heritage protection in local town planning.  
Equivalent surveys are standard practice in local government throughout Australia.  They do not of 
themselves impose any legal constraints on development, and they're intended to be comprehensive and 
impartial, based on an evaluation of the heritage significance of places. 

(2) Local Governments are bound under section 45 of the Heritage Act to compile their inventories 'with 
proper public consultation'.  In practice, that normally involved prior consultation with individual 
property owners and has been advocated by the Heritage Council of Western Australia in its guidelines 
to local government since 1992. 

(3)-(4)  As previously indicated, Inventories do not of themselves impose any legal constraints on development.  
However there is an expectation that the local government will in due course provide protection to the 
local heritage through the provisions of the local town planning scheme. 

(5) An owner can certainly request that.  However, the Crown Solicitor's Office advises that inventories 
must be compiled on the grounds of cultural heritage significance alone. 

The removal of heritage places from an inventory simply because an owner requests it, would 
undermine the intent of the inventories, and the Heritage of Western Australia Act definitely does not 
sanction that approach. 

(6) A local government would formally resolve to remove a place from the inventory, and it would then 
simply be removed in the record and the Heritage Council advised in accordance with the Act.   The 
Heritage Council advocates that any proposed removals be considered in the context of an annual 
update or a four-yearly review, rather than on an ad-hoc basis. 

 


